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Contributors

John Bartelstone is a registered architect and 

architectural photographer living in New York City. 

After receiving his M. Arch. from Columbia University 

he worked as an architect for the Port Authority of 

New York and New Jersey for nine years. He began 

photographing the Brooklyn Navy Yard in 1994. A 

book documenting his work there will be published by 

Powerhouse Press of Brooklyn.

Arthur C. Danto is Johnsonian Professor of 

Philosophy at Columbia University and has been art 

critic for The Nation since 1984. In addition to his 

many books on philosophical subjects, his published 

collections of art criticism include Encounters and 

Reflections: Art in the Historical Present (1990); Beyond the 

Brillo Box: The Visual Arts in Post-Historical Perspective 

(1992); Playing With the Edge: The Photographic 

Achievement of Robert Mapplethorpe (1995); and The 

Madonna of the Future: Essays in a Pluralistic Art World 

(2000).

Carl Elefante, AIA, LEED AP, is Director of 

Sustainable Design for Quinn Evans Architects, 

with offices in Washington, D.C., and Ann Arbor, 

Michigan, and serves as principal-in-charge and design 

team leader for a broad spectrum of projects, including 

architecture, historic preservation, and community 

revitalization. He lectures nationally on historic 

preservation and sustainable design topics.

Sanda Iliescu is an associate professor of art and 

architecture at the the University of Virginia.

Philip Jacks is an associate professor of fine arts and 

art history at the George Washington University 

and the author of several books on the art and 

architecture of Renaissance Italy. He is the recipient 

of Fulbright-Hays and Kress fellowships, as well as 

a major grant from the National Endowment of the 

Humanities. In 2001 he received the Bender Prize for 

undergraduate teaching.

Stephen Luoni is Steven L. Anderson Chair in 

Architecture and Urban Studies at the University of 

Arkansas, Fayetteville, and Director of the University 

of Arkansas Community Design Center.

Angel David Nieves is an assistant professor in the 

School of Architecture, Planning, and Preservation 

at the University of Maryland, College Park. He 

completed his doctoral work in architectural history 

and African studies at Cornell University in 2001. 

His scholarship and activism engages issues of 

heritage preservation, gender, and nationalism at the 

intersections of race and the built environment in 

the Global South. He is the co-editor of “We Shall 

Independent Be”: African American Place-Making and the 

Struggle to Claim Space in the U.S.

Norman Oder is a Brooklyn-based journalist who 

writes the watchdog blog Atlantic Yards Report 

(AtlanticYardsReport.com) and contributes to the 

weekly Brooklyn Downtown Star. His reportage, 

analysis, and critical commentary frequently drives 

local coverage of the project.

Max Page is an associate professor of architecture 

and history at the University of Massachusetts, 

Amherst and the author of The City’s End: Two 

Centuries of Fantasies, Fears, and Premonitions of New 

York’s Destruction (forthcoming in fall 2008 from Yale 

University Press).

Cervin Robinson is a Contributing Editor of Places.

Garth Rockcastle, FAIA, is Professor and Dean of 

the School of Architecture, Planning and Preservation 

at the University of Maryland. He is also Founding 

Principal of Meyer Scherer & Rockcastle, Ltd., 

Architecture, Interior & Urban Design, with offices in 

Minnesota and Maryland.

Thomas Rose is a professor of art and Fesler-

Lampert Chair in the Humanities at the University 

of Minnesota’s Regis Center for Art. His multimedia 

works and books have been included in exhibitions 

worldwide, and he has received numerous fellowships. 

His works are in the collections of the Whitney 

Museum, the Walker Art Center, the Minneapolis 

Institute of Arts, the Getty Institute in Los Angeles, 

the School of the Art Institute, Chicago, among others.

Jess Wendover, AICP, LEED-AP, is Director of 

the Mayors’ Institute on City Design and Senior 

Director of Programs of the American Architectural 

Foundation in Washington, D.C.

Karen Wirth is an artist and educator whose work 

has been exhibited extensively, including at the 

Smithsonian Institution and the Walker Art Center. 

Her book works include offset editions, sculptural 

pieces, and large-scale installations. She is a professor 

and Chair of Fine Arts at Minneapolis College of 

Art and Design. She has received numerous grants, 

including the Bush and McKnight Artist Fellowships, 

NEA Fellowship, Minnesota State Arts Board, and 

Jerome Book Arts Fellowships. 

B. D. Wortham-Galvin holds degrees in a variety of 

disciplines including American studies, anthropology, 

architecture, and historic preservation, and teaches 

across programs in the School of Architecture, 

Planning and Preservation at the University of 

Maryland. Professionally, she has formed her own 

nonprofit, Urban Dialogues, and has initiated 

the “Springfield Project” to research the various 

Springfields across the United States, setting them in 

contrast to the fictional Springfield in the animated 

series The Simpsons.


